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1. Use a graphic organizer to place this 
sequence of events in order: people begin 
using money to buy things from their local 
merchants; colonists plant or hunt their 
own food; the barter system is used at the 
general store; shopping malls replace the 
general stores.

2. Summarize why the general store was 
important to early towns.

3. What is the base word in the word 
knowledge? Use that word in a sentence.

4. Name some items the farmer might barter 
for in the general store on pages 8 and 9.

Reader Response

1.

2.

3.

4.

13325_CVR.indd   C-D13325_CVR.indd   C-D 9/16/05   2:17:40 PM9/16/05   2:17:40 PM

Editorial Offices: Glenview, Illinois • Parsippany, New Jersey • New York, New York
Sales Offices: Needham, Massachusetts • Duluth, Georgia • Glenview, Illinois 

Coppell, Texas • Ontario, California • Mesa, Arizona

It’s a 
Fair swap!

by Mary Miller

13325_001-012.indd   Sec1:113325_001-012.indd   Sec1:1 2/18/05   2:01:42 PM2/18/05   2:01:42 PM




Every effort has been made to secure permission and provide appropriate credit for 
photographic material. The publisher deeply regrets any omission and pledges to 
correct errors called to its attention in subsequent editions.

Unless otherwise acknowledged, all photographs are the property of Scott Foresman, 
a division of Pearson Education.

Photo locators denoted as follows: Top (T), Center (C), Bottom (B), Left (L), Right (R), 
Background (Bkgd)

Opener: North Wind Picture Archives; 1 Library of Congress; 3 ©DK Images; 4 ©DK 
Images; 5 ©DK Images; 7 Library of Congress; 11 ©DK Images; 12 ©DK Images

ISBN:  0-328-13325-6

Copyright © Pearson Education, Inc. 

All Rights Reserved. Printed in the United States of America. This publication is 
protected by Copyright, and permission should be obtained from the publisher 
prior to any prohibited reproduction, storage in a retrieval system, or transmission 
in any form by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or 
likewise. For information regarding permission(s), write to: Permissions Department, 
Scott Foresman, 1900 East Lake Avenue, Glenview, Illinois 60025.

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 V0G1 14 13 12 11 10 09 08 07 06 05

13325_001-012.indd   213325_001-012.indd   2 9/16/05   2:24:28 PM9/16/05   2:24:28 PM

3

Have you ever traded magazines with 
a classmate? Have you ever swapped 
toys? Then you have bartered. Bartering is 
trading for things we need or want instead 
of paying for them with money.
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A long time ago, people did not use 
money. They traded for what they wanted 
or needed. A farmer could trade a bag of 
grain for some fish. Both traders had to 
agree that their goods had equal value. If 
they could not agree, then the trade, or 
barter, would not happen.
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When colonists headed for 
America, people in Europe were 
using coin and paper money. But 
there were no stores in America. The 
colonists couldn’t use their money. 
They had to gather their own food. 
They had to make their own clothes. 

Bartering is an exchange of 
items that are equal in value.
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The Native Americans used a form 
of money based on seashells. They also 
bartered for what they needed. The 
Native Americans were expert hunters and 
trappers. They had plenty of animal skins 
to trade with the colonists. 

Some colonists traded with the Native Americans. 
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Many Europeans wanted the furs that 
the Native Americans had. At trading 
posts, the colonists traded goods for 
animal furs. The Native Americans got 
things they could not make with their tools 
such as mirrors, beads, and shirts.
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Early colonists also traded with each 
other. A blacksmith might trade his 
horseshoeing service with someone who 
could sew a shirt.

Over time, towns formed. Each town had 
a general store. 
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These stores had everything from sewing 
thread to live chickens. 

Farmers traveled from their farms 
to towns to get supplies. Often they 
grew extra crops to trade for things they 
couldn’t make or grow.
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As the country grew, people began 
to use money to buy goods. They found 
money easier to carry to the marketplace 
than crops or livestock. In payment for 
a new rug, a carpetmaker preferred a 
handful of coins to a herd of straying goats! 
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Later, shopping malls replaced the 
stores owned by local merchants. By that 
time, people did little bartering. 

Today, goods and services are traded on 
the Internet. An electrician might trade his 
knowledge of wires with a carpenter who 
can fix his roof.
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These days money is used more than 
bartering. Still, bartering is a good way 
to learn how to trade fairly. Gardening is 
a service you might trade for a new kite. 
What services and items could you barter 
with your friends? 
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